4     DEPARTURE FOR AND ARRIVAL IN SPAIN.

desultory fighting, in which our Division met with
some loss, we took possession of the camp and
strong position of Soult's army. We found the
soldiers5 huts yery comfortable; they were built
of branches of trees and furze, and formed squares
and streets, which had names placarded up, such as
Eue de Paris, Rue de Versailles, &c. We were not
sorry to find ourselves in such commodious quarters,
as well as being well housed. The scenery surround-
ing the camp was picturesque and grand. From
our elevated position, immediately in front, we com-
manded a wide and extensive plain, intersected by
two important rivers, the Nive and the Nivelle. On
the right, the lofty Pyrenees, with their grand and
varied outline, stood forth conspicuously in a blue,
cloudless sky; on our left was the Bay of Biscay,
with our cruisers perpetually on the move.

We witnessed from the camp, one night about
twelve o'clock, a fight at sea, between an English
brig and a French corvette, which was leaving the
Adour with provisions and ammunition. She was
chased by the brig, and brought to action. The
night was sufficiently clear to enable us to discover
distinctly the position of the vessels and the mea-
sured flash of their guns. They were at close quar-
ters ; and in less than half an hour we discovered
the crew of the corvette taking to their boats.
Shortly afterwards the vessel blew up, with a loud
explosion. We came to the conclusion that sea-
fighting was more agreeable than land-fighting, as
the crews of the vessels engaged without previous
heavy marching, and with loose light clothing;
there was no manoeuvring, or standing for hours
on the defensive; the wounded were immediately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